THHS INDENTU RE witnesseth

THAT e i Ganges, by and with the consent of RoserT
ParreEnson and Trosmas Harrison, members of the Pennsylvania Incorpo-
rated Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, She bmng one of those
persons captured on board the Phebe, by the sloop of war the Ganges, com-
manded by John Maloney, Esq. hath put hesr self and by these Presents,
the séid AZasi o Ganges doth voluntary and of h .~ 5 own
free will :a.nd accord, puth .. self Apprentice to Do ok Fhsrring 5

A 2o ,,{__ L P D — —

10 lcamﬂru Art, Trade and My ater}rhanTﬁftcr the manner of an Ap-
prentice to serve him the said (Farxvars oz ar ——

hic Heire and ﬁ.tq:mm fram the :hv Df the date helcﬂf for and dur;ng‘ and tg
the full end and term of A re> {,;-z @cng —————years next ensyng.
During all which term the said Apprentice h e~—  said Master faithiuily
shall serve, his secrets keep, his lawful commands every where readily obey.
she shall dono damage to how said Master’s goods, nor see it to be done by
others, without letting or giving notice thereof to h o said Master. $ he shall
not waste hea said Master’s goods, nor lend them unlawfully to any. & he
shall not commit fornication, nor contratt matrimony within the said term.

_¢ he shall not play wt cards, dice, or any other unlawful game, whereby h <+
said Master may h4¥é damage. With h . own goods nor the goods of o-
thers, without licente from h e said Masterghe shall neither buy nor sell.

_¢ he shall not absent he~ self day nor night from he « said Master’s ser-
vice without h < leave, nor haunt ale-houses, taverns or play-houses ; but
in_all things behave hes self as a faithful apprentice ought to do, during
the said term. And the said Master shall us the gatmost of h <5 endeavours
to teach, or cause tobe taught or instructed, the cs:mi. Appl entice in the trade
or Mystery of Havesece i farns — and
procure and provide for h <4 sufficient Mmt, Dnnk Wearing apparel, Lodg-

-.m“ avd Wachine Htine favanil nnventios dnvinetha caid tovm nf
ik . BT ; T ——
P ) I Vi : =
and when free, to have two suits of apparel, one whereof to be new. —

This Indenture not to be assigned, without the consent of the Committce
of Guardians of the Pennsylvania Incorporated Socicty for the Abolition
of Slavery.

And whemag a Bond is this day gwen by Dorvals HFoorrmoy [
Jﬁrf;.l’—-‘-lﬂ.— ?Jx-ﬂ lt"ﬁ e T T T
to John Hall Esq. Marshal of the Umted States for the DﬁtnE’t uf Pcnnsyl-
vania, in the sum of Four Hundred ‘Dollars, conditioned, that if the suits
brought or to be brought by the claimants of the Phebe or her cargo: and
the Court should determine that 7722a~+« o > Ganges is a Slave, then,
and in that case, he is (if alive) to be surrendered to the said Marshal or
to his assigns on demand,

AND for the true performance of all and singular the cove-
nants and agreements aforesaid, the said parties bind them-
selves each unto the other firmly by these presents. Ix Wir-
NEss whereof, the said parties have interchangeably set their
Hands and Seals hereunto.  Dated the Jeoar Zecre &5
day of @ =2ovac . in the year of our Lorp,
one thousand eight hundred
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Sealed and delivered E £

in the presence of
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	1: 
	Surname: The indentures for the Phoebe's Africans used a standardized form into which the particulars were inserted by hand. Here, the given name, Maria, is added, but the surname is the standard Ganges.
	2: 
	Committee: Robert Patterson and Thomas Harrison were members of the special committee designated by the Abolition Society to assist the Ganges Africans.
	3: 
	Thomas: Daniel Thomas was a wealthy Philadelphian and a member of both the Abolition Society and the its special commitee to assist the Ganges Africans.
	4: 
	Skill: All the Ganges females were designated to be trained in housewifery, i.e. domestic service.
	5: 
	Nine: Since Ganges females were to be indentured for four years or until age 18, we can infer that Maria was judged to be about 9 years old at the time of her indenture.
	6: 
	Standard: The wording used here is standard for indentures of the period and is  not uique to the Ganges' intended service.
	Schooling: Most of the Ganges indentures provide for some form of schooling.  For children, a specific number of terms is typically specified.  For adults, a commitment to attempt to teach them to read and write.
	7: 
	8: 
	Assignment: This is a non-standard term for an indenture. If it was to be assigned to someone else, the Abolition Society wanted  to minimize the risk of a move out-of-state and/or re-enslavement. Having it printed in each copy insured that each Ganges would be afforded the same protection.
	9: 
	Bond: The enslavers of the Ganges aboard the Phoebe challenged the District Court's decision to condemn her. Each master posted a $400 bond guaranteeing the Ganges' return if found to be enslaved. Further information on  the enslavers' identities can be found in the bond itself.


